BRADFORD ON AVON AREA FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER
Last month we enjoyed learning about Otzi the Ice Man with tattoos. Thank
you John Salvat for your entertaining and knowledgeable talk. We will book
you again!
This month we have invited back Nick
Mcginley to talk about how quarries in our
area were used during the second world war to store treasures from
places like the V and A. Some people believe that the crown jewels
were kept in a Westwood quarry. Why not come along and find out the
true story on Thursday 14th at 2:30pm in the United Church.
****************************************************************************************

The monthly meetings have an average attendance of between 40 - 60 people each month. Anna Roland
Price has stepped down from arranging speakers for the meetings and we need a replacement! We have
most of this year booked up so someone would be able to take over very easily. Please think if this is
something you would be willing to do - chat it through with any of the committee.
The U3A can only function with volunteers!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Last week the snow got in the way of a very important meeting to look at transport issues
in Bradford on Avon. About 50 brave souls slid their way to St Margaret's Hall to hear the
latest reports and to discuss how they were as individuals affected when moving through
and around the town. Wiltshire Council will look at the town's situation if enough people
have responded to the meetings and enough folk have filled in the survey which is online
at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LJWDV8W
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Don't forget to get your blood pressure taken at the library on Wednesday
afternoons. A very important service!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

GROUP NEWS
We have two new groups to add to our list! Phil McGovern (one of our
newest members) has offered to lead a CHESS group & has suggested
that the sessions could be held - initially at least - in the library on
Wednesday mornings. He’s happy to offer tuition for beginners & has
suggested that members might like to go for a coffee afterwards. Contact Phil 01225 867979
And Pam Bemment - who has already set up & led two of our most successful U3A groups - has now offered
to lead a CRIBBAGE group. For new players, Pam is offering a one to one tuition session in her own home &
once she has an idea of possible numbers she will organise a venue. Pam 01225 868304

WE NEED MORE GROUPS
Some of you have asked how we set up new groups in U3A - & as you can see from the above, it’s pretty
straightforward. If you have an interest you’d like to develop with others or a hobby you’d like to share, then
please do have a chat with a committee member or our Groups Coordinator. We might then put the
suggestion to our membership via the newsletter, & see what sort of interest it attracts. The next step might
be deciding a venue for the group to meet & with that, as with every aspect of setting up & running a group,
you’ll have the full support of the U3A committee.
So don’t be shy in coming forward with a proposal - Bradford on Avon is a fast growing & enthusiastic U3A,
and we need new groups to keep us all mentally, physically & socially active!

THE COMPUTER GROUP NEEDS MEMBERS

Adrian would like to re-start the group, which meets in the Bradford on Avon Club, in
Market Street, at 10:30am on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month – starting on the
26th February (as long as he gets enough people!).
These sessions are for people with a Windows PC or laptop (it doesn’t cover Apple iPads
or MacBooks) who wish to expand their use and knowledge of their computer. Do you only use your laptop
for emails and little else? Do you want to do more with photographs? Documents? Spreadsheets?
The emphasis in these informal classes is doing whatever you want to do! And there’s no such thing as a
stupid question!
If you are interested or have a query, please contact Adrian as soon as possible on
adrian.f.hull@btinternet.com or phone at 07716 424453.
=========================================================================================
Have you sorted out your Power of Attorney - do you understand the term 'living will?' The Seniors
Forum have arranged for Heather Wannell from Awdry, Bailey and Douglas Solicitors to explain all,
advise and answer questions. This meeting on Wednesday 6th March is open to everyone so do
come along to the United Church at 2:30pm
.................................................................................................................................................................................
Francesca Rinaldi from FreshStartFilms is making a short training film about wellbeing for AgeUK Devizes
which is aimed at promoting positive mental health in the workplace. It will be used to train staff locally
including NHS, voluntary sector, care providers, primary care , paramedics, MIND etc.The film will illustrate
the five pillars of wellbeing including: connecting, being active, giving, keeping learning and taking notice.
To illustrate ‘Keep Learning", they'd really like to have some snapshots of some engaging older people who
have taken up new things later on in life eg: I’m 76 and I’ve just started learning Spanish’ or ‘I’m 66 and I’ve
just sailed around Europe never having set foot in a boat before. Do you think you fit the bill for this? Why not
give Francesca a ring and find out more.07866 077217
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

We haven't found anyone to run an art group yet but there is a non-U3A one that has recently
started in the upstairs of the library on a Monday morning. People take their own materials and
and work on their own projects. There is a small cost which depends on the number in the group.
For more information please contact Barbie Taylor by email barbytaylor46@gmail.com

